MATERIAL EVALUATION TOOLS

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION CRITERIA

Evaluator’s name ____________________________

Every educator has the task of selecting new instructional materials, or at least should, if they are keeping their library up-to-date.  What criteria might be used in judging the merits of text and reference books?

Evaluation criteria:

	
	YES
	
	NO
	
	NOT APPROPRIATE

	1.   Is the information up-to-date now, or will it be out-of-date after a short period?
	
	
	
	
	

	2.   Is the style of writing motivating?
	
	
	
	
	

	3.   Is the material factual or just “nice to know” information?
	
	
	
	
	

	4.   Is the text adapted to the area?
	
	
	
	
	

	5.   Are the number and quality of illustrations good?
	
	
	
	
	

	6.   Is the material well covered in a clear, organized manner?
	
	
	
	
	

	7.   Does the book contain a sufficient amount of usable material?
	
	
	
	
	

	8.   Is the book worth the cost?
	
	
	
	
	

	9.   Does the ability level of the book match the understanding of the reader?
	
	
	
	
	

	10.  Is the book well constructed and suitably bound?
	
	
	
	
	

	11.  Is the printing and  paper of good quality?
	
	
	
	
	

	12.  Is the index accurate and complete?
	
	
	
	
	

	13.  Does the book contain considerable basic and fundamental information?
	
	
	
	
	

	14.  What is the quality of the author’s background?
	
	
	
	
	

	15.  How recent is the copyright and is recent information used?
	
	
	
	
	

	16.  From the preface, what is the author’s purpose in writing the book?
	
	
	
	
	

	17.  Is it a biased book or does it cover both sides showing advantages and disadvantages for specific problems?
	
	
	
	
	

	18.  Is it written in a problem solving style?
	
	
	
	
	

	19.  Pictures: 
	
	
	
	
	

	      a. Is the number adequate?
	
	
	
	
	

	      b. Do they represent real new information?
	
	
	
	
	

	      c. Is the size appropriate to show the information?
	
	
	
	
	

	      d. Are the captions of the pictures poor?
	
	
	
	
	

	      e. Are they out-of-date? 
	
	
	
	
	

	      f. Are they used as filler or for information?
	
	
	
	
	

	20.  Are the references up-to-date? Example a book published in 1938-1948.)
	
	
	
	
	

	21.  Are the graphs and charts recent and new, or out-of-date?
	
	
	
	
	


A Simple Testing Technique to evaluate the Ability Level of the Book

Go skimming through the book and pick out the most difficult words on a number of pages.  Make a list of them.  Submit the list to one or two of your classes for whom the book is intended. See if the wording used is understood. Get an idea of how many of the words will be skipped over and how often does the author use the word.

Spiral bound

1. Are easy to use in opaque projectors.

2. Are easy to use in passing around to class.

3. Are easy to use in the shop to copy blueprints or drawings of projects.

Drawings in the book with dimensions are helpful in shop work.

