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INTRODUCTION

In 1997 the International Centre for Research in Agroforestry (ICRAF) initiated a 5-year capacity-strengthening project entitled ‘Strengthening Training and Education in Agroforestry’. The Dutch Government, through its Education and Development Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, provides most of the funding needed to implement the project activities. 

The long-term objective of the project is to contribute to sustainable and environmentally sound agricultural production in developing countries of the tropics through the strengthening of agroforestry training and education institutions and programmes in these countries as to allow scientists, development specialists, extension services, teaching staff and policymakers to introduce agroforestry as an alternative land use approach.

The immediate objective of the project is to transfer the responsibility for agroforestry training and education, at the introductory level, to national and regional institutions in developing countries. This is achieved through a series of regional planning workshops, leading to the implementation of the project in ICRAF’s different agro-ecological regions and that of the regional training-of-trainers courses, an international refresher course, the production of agroforestry training materials, a Small Grants Project aimed at strengthening national agroforestry training and education programmes and various other support and coordination activities.

The six regional planning workshops and training-of-trainers courses were implemented between 1998 and 2001 in Southeast Asia, the Sahel, West Africa, Latin America, Southern Africa, Eastern and Central Africa. The final training activity in the context of this project is an international refresher course on ‘Teaching Advances in Agroforestry Research and Development’. 

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES

The purpose of this international refresher course is to bring together a selected number of participants who have been involved in previous project activities, as to strengthen their knowledge and skills in teaching recent advances in agroforestry research and development as obtained by ICRAF through its collaborative agroforestry programmes and projects, both at its Headquarters in Kenya and in its mandated regions of the tropics.

The objectives of this training course are to present these advances in agroforestry research and development through a series of short seminars followed by discussion, and, to present methods and approaches aimed at translating them into training and education activities that will directly benefit the agroforestry training and education community and ultimately extension and development workers, scientists, students and farmers in developing countries of the tropics.

STRUCTURE, PROGRAMME AND INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS

Module 1 – Advances in agroforestry research and development in the areas of;

· Natural resources strategies and policies

· Domestication of agroforestry trees

· Ecosystem rehabilitation

· Advancing innovation and impact

· Regional agroforestry research and development

Module 2 – Methods and approaches to teach agroforestry;

· Adult learning

· Accessing agroforestry information

· Agroforestry curriculum development and course design

· Planning an agroforestry course

· Planning an agroforestry session

· Monitoring, evaluation and impact assessment in agroforestry training and education

A tentative course programme is available. Instructional methods will be short seminars, working group discussions, lectures, exercises, field visits within Kenya and demonstrations.

DATES, VENUE AND RESOURCE PERSONS

The course takes place between 7 and 23 November 2001 and will be organized at ICRAF’s Headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, with some field visits to selected agroforestry sites of interest within the country. 

Resource persons will be mostly ICRAF scientists from its Headquarters and the Centre’s mandated regions in the tropics. In addition to this, ICRAF has recruited a consultant education specialist to contribute to the second module of the course. Course participants will be expected to actively participate in this training event. Among other participatory activities, those who attended a regional training-of-trainers course will be expected to present the outcomes of their personal action plan(s) formulated during that course. Others will be requested to present an agroforestry subject of general interest during the course.

PARTICIPANTS

Only applicants who have attended one of the regional planning workshops or training-of-trainers courses, organized in the context of the DSO/ICRAF project, will be considered since this training course builds on previous activities organized under this project. Women candidates are strongly encouraged to apply since the aim is to have an equal gender balance for this event. The working language will be English and thus participants are expected to be fluent in this language.

CONDITIONS

Eligible candidates will be fully sponsored by the DSO/ICRAF project through the grant from the Netherlands’ Government. Detailed conditions of participation will be provided in a nomination letter. Sponsorship will cover return travel between the duty station and the course venue, justified expenses related to this travel, accommodation and meals, local transport, tuition and training materials. 

Deadline for applications is 15 September 2001. Candidates who have not received confirmation of selection by 15 October 2001 should consider their application as unsuccessful.

FOR MORE INFORMATION…

… contact:

Ir. Jan Beniest - Principal Training Officer

ICRAF, POBox 30677, Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: 254 2 524 152; Fax: 254 2 524 001; E-mail: j.beniest@cgiar.org

